
SECURITY PROTOCOLS IN PUBLIC 
EDUCATION

“Going to school” has changed in the past two decades. What was once as simple as entering a building, 
attending classes, and socializing with friends all changed in the United States on April 20, 1999. On that 
day, two students gunned down classmates at Columbine High School in Colorado, killing 13 people and 
wounding 20 others.  According to The Washington Post, as of August 27, 2018, there have been shootings at 
217 schools since Columbine. In those assaults, at least 141 children, educators, and other people have 
been killed, and another 287 have been injured. Overall, more than 215,000 students have experienced gun 
violence at school since Columbine*. Because of these facts, schools must not only be concerned with 
preparing their students academically for the their future, but also ensuring that they have a future to 
prepare for. Safety and security protocols have been constructed to make schools safe, and the success of 
these measures is the responsibility of the entire school community: administration, faculty, staff, and 
students.

* Cox, John Woodrow, Steven Rich, Allyson Chiu, John Muyskens, and Monical Ulmanu. “More than 215,000 students have experienced gun violence at school since Columbine. The Washington Post. 27 August 
2018. www.washingtonpost.com. Accessed 19 September 2018.



STREAML INING ENTRY INTO THE 
BUILDING I S  IMPORTANT;  IT  ALLOWS FOR 

EAS IER  RECOGNIT ION OF WHO IS  
ENTERING THE BU ILDING AT A G IVEN 

T IME . AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL 
DAY, STUDENTS  MAY ENTER THE 

BU ILDING THROUGH ONLY THREE  
DES IGNATED ENTRIES . TWO ARE  AT THE 

FRONT OF THE SCHOOL, WHERE  THE 
BUSES  DROP OFF. 

IN  THE B ACK OF THE SCHOOL, AT THE 
PARENT DROP-OFF  AREA, S IGNS  ARE  SET  

UP  SO PARENTS  C AN CLEARLY SEE  WHERE  
THEY ARE  TO DRIVE , AND TO KEEP  

STUDENTS  FROM ENTERING WHERE THEY 
SHOULDN’T.  

AT THE START OF  THE SCHOOL DAY, TWO 
OF THE THREE  STUDENT ENTRANCES  ARE  
LOCKED, LEAVING ONLY ONE ENTRANCE 
FOR V IS ITORS  AND TARDY STUDENTS  FOR 

THE REST OF  THE DAY.



STREAML INING ENTRY INTO THE BU ILDING I S  
IMPORTANT;  IT  ALLOWS FOR EAS IER  

RECOGNIT ION OF WHO IS  ENTERING THE 
BUILDING AT A G IVEN T IME . 

S IGNAGE I S  POSTED ON EACH DOOR AT THE 
FRONT OF THE BU ILDING POINTING V IS ITORS  

TO THE MAIN ENTRANCE DURING SCHOOL 
HOURS .



AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL  C AN ENTER 
THROUGH DES IGNATED DOORS  DURING 

SCHOOL HOURS  THROUGH THE USE  OF  BOARD 
OF EDUC ATION-APPROVED ELECTRONIC FOBS . 

THE  FOBS  ARE  PROGRAMMED TO WORK ON 
DES IGNATED DOOR DURING SCHOOL HOURS , 

AND THE ADMINISTRATION KEEPS  A  RECORD OF 
WHICH FOBS  ARE  D ISTR IBUTED TO EACH 

FACULTY AND STAFF  MEMBER .

HERE , A  PHYS IC AL  EDUC ATION TEACHER USES  
H IS  FOB AT THE GYMNAS IUM ENTRANCE TO 

BR ING HIS  CLASS  B ACK INTO THE BUILDING AT 
THE END OF THE PER IOD.



L IMITING ENTRY TO SCHOOL PREMISES 
DURING SCHOOL HOURS IS  ANOTHER 

SECURITY MEASURE. AFTER THE START OF 
THE SCHOOL DAY, BUILDINGS AND 

GROUNDS CREWS CLOSE AND LOCK ALL 
BUT THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO TRAFF IC . 

AT LEFT, GATES TO THE REAR ENTRANCE 
ARE CLOSED AND PADLOCKED.



HAVING SCHOOL RESOURCE 
OFF ICERS ON CAMPUS 

REINFORCES THE DISTRICT’S  
COMMITMENT TO KEEPING THE 

STUDENTS SAFE .

THE OFF ICERS ’  PRESENCE ON 
CAMPUS IS  OBVIOUS TO VIS ITORS 

AS WELL AS TO ANYONE WHO 
WOULD ENTER THE BUILDING TO 

DO HARM, WITH TWO POLICE 
VEHICLES PARKED PROMINENTLY 

AT THE MAIN ENTRANCE.



HAVING SCHOOL RESOURCE OFF ICERS 
ON CAMPUS REINFORCES THE DISTRICT’S  

COMMITMENT TO KEEPING THE 
STUDENTS SAFE .

THE OFF ICERS ’  POST IS  JUST INSIDE THE 
MAIN ENTRANCE. AT THE CHECK- IN DESK, 

V IS ITORS MUST S IGN IN AND SHOW A 
PHOTO ID. THAT ID IS  SCANNED AND 
VIS ITORS ARE GIVEN A PHOTO VIS ITOR 
TAG THAT THEY MUST WEAR WHILE IN 
THE BUILDING. ANYONE ON CAMPUS 
WITHOUT THIS  PROMINENT PHOTO 

IDENTIF ICATION IS  TO BE DIRECTED TO 
THE OFF ICERS .



PHOTO IDENTIF ICATION IS  
REQUIRED OF ALL PERSONS 
ON CAMPUS, AS A SECURITY 

MEASURE TO IDENTIFY 
INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE 
SUPPOSED TO BE IN THE 
BUILDING, BUT TO MORE 

EASILY RECOGNIZE THOSE 
WHO ARE NOT SUPPOSED TO 

BE IN THE BUILDING.

ALL STUDENTS ARE GIVEN A 
SCHOOL- ISSUED ID WITH 

THEIR NAME, P ICTURE, GRADE 
LEVEL , SCHOOL YEAR, AND 

LUNCH CODE ON THE FRONT. 
THEY ARE ALSO ISSUED A 

LANYARD ON WHICH THEY 
CAN DISPLAY THEIR ID.



PHOTO IDENTIF IC ATION I S  
REQUIRED OF ALL  PERSONS ON 

C AMPUS , AS  A  SECURITY MEASURE 
TO IDENTIFY  INDIV IDUALS  WHO 

ARE  SUPPOSED TO BE  IN  THE 
BU ILDING, BUT TO MORE EAS ILY  

RECOGNIZE  THOSE  WHO ARE  NOT 
SUPPOSED TO BE  IN  THE BU ILDING.

STUDENTS  AND STAFF  ARE  
REQUIRED TO WEAR THE IR  ID  

B ADGES  WHILE  ON C AMPUS . THEY 
SHOULD BE  CLEARLY V IS IBLE . 

STUDENT COMPL IANCE I S  
SPORADIC , BUT THE RULES  ARE  

ENFORCED. HERE , STUDENTS  WALK 
THE HALLS  OF  THE HIGH SCHOOL. 

ONCE C AN SEE  THAT SOME 
STUDENT WEAR THE IR  IDS  AS  

D IRECTED, WHILE  OTHERS  DO NOT.



ALL  PERSONS  ON C AMPUS  ARE  ALSO POTENTIALLY  UNDER ELECTRONIC  SURVE ILLANCE  AT  ALL  T IMES . 
ELECTRONIC  SURVE ILLANCE  ACTS  S IMULTANEOUSLY  AS  A  DETERRENT TO PROHIB ITED ACTIV ITY  AS  
WELL  AS  A  DEV ICE  TO C APTURE  IMAGES  OF  THOSE  WHO M IGHT PART IC IPATE  IN  PROHIB ITED 
ACTIV IT I ES . 

ABOVE  LEFT, A  S IGN POSTED AT ONE  ENTRANCE  INFORMS  V I S ITORS  ABOUT THE  BOARD OF  EDUC ATION 
POL ICY  OF  ELECTRONIC  SURVE I LLANCE  ON C AMPUS . ABOVE  R IGHT, C AMERA “BUBBLES”  SUCH AS  THESE  
ARE  NOTICEABLE  THROUGHOUT THE  BU ILD ING ( LARGE  C AMERA IN  FOREGROU ND; THREE  SMALLER  
C AMERAS  IN  A  L INE  ALONG THE  WALL  BEH IND THE  LARGE  C AMERA) .



DESP ITE  LOCKED DOORS  AND GATES , POL ICE  
PRESENCE , PERSONAL IDENTIF IC ATION, AND 

ELECTRONIC SURVE ILLANCE , DANGER C AN ST ILL  F IND 
ITS  WAY INTO THE SCHOOL BUILDING. THE  BURDEN 
OF STUDENT SAFETY FALLS  ON THE FACULTY, AND 

PREPARING TEACHERS  TO HANDLE EMERGENCY 
S ITUATIONS THAT C AN ARISE  DURING THE SCHOOL 

DAY. 

EVERY TEACHER MUST READ THE CRIS I S  MANAGEMENT 
PLAN AND KNOW THE LOCKDOWN PROCEDURES . 

THESE  ARE  ALSO KEPT IN  A CLASSROOM FOLDER FOR 
TEACHER SUBST ITUTES  TO HAVE , I F  NEEDED. IN  

ADDIT ION TO F IRE  EVACUATION DRILLS , SCHOOLS  
MUST CONDUCT EMERGENCY DRILLS  EVERY MONTH –

LOCKOUT, SHELTER IN PLACE , LOCKOUT – SO THAT 
STUDENTS  AND TEACHERS  ARE  FAMIL IAR WITH THE 

PROCEDURES  THAT COULD POTENTIALLY SAVE  THE IR  
L IVES .


